
Nearby 

Support us 

Open everyday. 

Follow the magical storyboard trail 

and jump around on the playscape. 

Look out for Norman the nature 

conservation donkey and his friends. 

Join Shropshire Wildlife Trust and help 

support nature conservation across the 

county. You can join as a family or an 

individual online at 

www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk or 

ring 01743 284280 to find out more. 

The Cut Visitor Centre, 
Shrewsbury, SY2 6AH 

Open Mon-Sat, 10am-4:30pm. 

Visit the shop and gardens. Stop for a 

coffee. Explore the Wild Child Garden 

(open summer  2017), perfect for letting 

off steam. 

Rock at 
the Ercall 

Lightmoor nature reserve, 
Telford, TF4 3QS 

No matter whether you’re 2 or 102 

there’s something for you to get 

involved with at The Ercall! 

Ages 2-10 

Our family events in 2017 run on most 
Thursdays during the school holidays. 

10:30am-12:30pm.  

To find out more contact Diane at 
dianem@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk or call 

01743 284296 

Ages 11-25 

We offer a wide range of exciting 
opportunities for conservation experience 
and adventure in Shropshire’s wild places. 

To find out more contact Hannah at 
hannahf@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk 

or call 01743 284297 

18 years and above 

Volunteer with us in a range of different 
roles. From practical tasks, to surveys and 
education sessions there’s something for 

everyone. 

Booking is essential. To find out more and to 
book your place online go to 

www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 

Get involved 
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1. 

The Ercall contains some of 

the oldest rocks in the county; 

nearly 600 million years old! 

Follow the trail and uncover 

the Ercall’s hidden past. 

 

Where you are standing now 

used to be 60° south of the 

Equator, where the Falkland 

Islands are today. With the 

earth’s tectonic plates moving 

only as fast as fingernails 

grow it has taken a really long 

time for it to move. 

 

Take care down the steep 

slope. The Ercall was formed 

by volcanic activity with sticky, 

slow moving lava forming the 

hard, rhyolite rock.  

 

Check this muddy path for 

tracks. Fox, badger and dog 

look very similar. 

 

Admire the view of The 

Ercall’s most famous 

geological feature. Good grief! 
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The Quarry Loop 
Head back the way you came 

to the next stop. 

 

Over 800 wild species have 

been recorded at The Ercall 

including butterflies, beetles, 

bees and plants. 

 

Quarrying was abandoned in 

the 1980s but Ercall rock has 

been used for hundreds of 

years. Ercall stone built 

Roman roads, Thomas 

Telford’s A5 and even the 

M54. 

 

On reaching the top of the hill 

look left and you will see a 

pool. Could the mounds 

surrounding it be ancient 

Bronze Age burial mounds or 

just debris left by a trial dig for 

minerals? 

 

You have completed the 

quarry loop. Continue 

exploring or stop off for a 

tasty treat at the Forest Glen 

car park! 

Take a closer look and see if you can 

spot the ripples in the rock. These were 

formed on a beach by waves, just as 

the ripples in the sand you see along 

the coast. The tide went out 540 million 

years ago. 

If you’re feeling adventurous 

and have a head for heights 

take in the breath-taking 

view at the top of the 

quarry. Take extra care as 

this is very steep. 
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